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Advent Series - Down To Earth 
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Hope Shaped Like Love 
 

 

STILL OPEN TO EVERYONE SINCE 1998! 

PORTAGE CHAPEL HILL  
Lead Pastor - Barry Petrucci 

Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday 9am - 2pm 

(269) 327-6643                  www.pchum.org 



 
LOOKING FORWARD 

Change is hard. Even thinking about change is hard! Being “church,” being a faith community, has its 
share of  challenges, not the least of  which is anticipating, living through, then evaluating change.      
Deacon Pat Catellier has announced she will be entering into a well-deserved retirement in June.         
Last week we said another “good-bye” to a valued staff  member, as Andrea Tramel left to pursue the 
very meaningful work she will be doing at SLD Read. The office crew and I are adjusting to new        
realities as we see what work can be absorbed by current staff  as well as some new volunteers with    
secretarial or administrative gifts.  Jenaba Waggy will be returning to staff  for a short time beginning in 
January and will assist in some assessment and training.  Change is hard, but it is monumentally better 
when it has been planned. 

As we wait to see the outcomes of  another United Methodist General Conference and Michigan Annual 
Conference in May and June respectively, I continue to work with progressive United Methodists in 
Michigan to help shape a church moving into the future that is open to all persons and connected in   
vital mission to a struggling world.  My commitment continues to be to lead Chapel Hill through    
whatever emerges from the troubles of  the current denomination. Recognizing that I am in my          
19th year as your lead pastor, I have been feeling the deep ambiguity in which we live as a society, as a                
denomination and as a congregation.  I have been working with leadership to lessen that ambiguity by 
beginning a plan for a healthy transition of  pastoral leadership at Chapel Hill.  This church has been at 
its strongest when it has had two pastors, and so we are looking at bringing a co-pastor onto staff  who 
will work with me to secure a strong movement through denominational change and a faithful future for 
Chapel Hill. Only when the time is right for the next stage in Chapel Hill’s life, and in my life, will I 
move on from the pastoral staff  and another second pastor will be secured. 

The wonder of  this is that even while we are living in ambiguity, we are enriched in the grace of  God 
and God’s people through unfettered dreaming for something new and abundant in spirit. Such    
dreaming touches down when we plan and support that future. You will be hearing more as leadership 
brings us together for some conversation in January. 

Looking forward... 

A NOTE FROM DEACON PAT CATELLIER 

Transitions happen in everyone’s life including mine. This June, I will be retiring from my position as 
Deacon at Chapel Hill. Since 2009, I have been a part of  the life-giving ministries here. I have been 
blessed to have been with many of  you during some life changing events — death of  loved ones,     
baptisms of  children and grandchildren, and visits to your homes. Many of  you have taken ministry   
outside the walls of  this place — meals for students at the Wesley Foundation, helping out with refugee 
families, giving a meal to someone recovering from surgery, connecting with the YWCA, and donating 
clothing and quilts wherever needed. I will remain in the area and continue to be connected to Chapel 
Hill; I can’t imagine worshipping anywhere else. Blessings to all. 



   

OVER THE CHAPEL HILL GANG 
A MONTHLY GATHERING OF RETIRED PERSONS 
 

 Wednesday December 4 ~ 11:45am 

 Fieldstone Grill ~ 3970 Centre Ave., Portage 

     

Need a ride?  Call: Doris Mettler (269-327-8272). Please 
bring personal care items for the food pantry. 

DROP-IN CLASSES AND GROUPS 
SUNDAYS @ 10:00AM  
 Upper Room Bible Study ~ Room #209 

 Adult Forum ~ Chapel 

 FaithLink ~ Room #218 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 10:00AM     

SUNDAY SCHOOL WILL NOT BE  

MEETING TODAY 

 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP AT 11:00AM 

FOR KIDS IN PRESCHOOL THROUGH 

4TH GRADE WILL MEET IN ROOM 109   

SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP 

TIME CHANGE—TODAY ONLY! 
 

 TODAY ~ 3:00pm - 5:00pm ~ Sanctuary 
 
All youth in grades 6-12, and their families, are invited to 
help out with Hanging of the Greens this afternoon at 
3:00pm. This takes the place of the regular Sunday night 
Youth Group at 7:00pm. Once the work is done there will 
be time for games and pizza! 

ADULT FORUM SERIES: 

THE BOOK OF JAMES 
Adult Forum is a “come as you can” Sunday School class, 
meeting in the Chapel at 10:00am. This week’s topic is part 
three of a six-week series on the book of James, led by  
Jenaba Waggy. 

CASTING ALL KIDS AND YOUTH  
 

 Starting December 4 ~ Wednesdays ~ 6:00pm 
 
It’s time to sign up for Christmas Eve Family  
Worship!  Kids and youth between the ages of 4 and 18 
will perform a short musical on Christmas Eve at 5:00pm. 
Christmas Eve performers are required to attend  
Wednesday rehearsals beginning December 4. 
There is a special rehearsal on Sunday December 22   
during church hours. Sign up by emailing Andrea  
Trantham at andreatrantham@pchum.org.  

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
 (CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS) 
 
 TODAY ~ 3:00pm 
 

Join us at 3:00pm this afternoon as we decorate the  
Lobby and Sanctuary for the Christmas season.  No  
experience necessary. Families are encouraged to attend. 

ADVENT BOOK STUDY  
This year’s Advent book study is Down to Earth by Mike  
Slaughter and Rachel Billups. The study will be four weeks 
long, with one section to be read each week in Advent.    
Books are available for $10 in the lobby or office. Want to 
join a book study group? Below are two new groups to join. 
Contact Director of Discipleship Tonya Boot 
(tonyaboot@pchum.org) for other group options.  
 

 Sundays ~ 10:00am ~ Conference Room  
      Led by Tonya Boot 
 

 Wednesdays ~ 6:00pm ~ Room #216 Library  
      Led by Andrea Tramel  

ALTERNATIVE GIFT CATALOG 
Give a donation to a charity of your choice in someone’s 
honor or memory this year. Chapel Hill’s Faith In Action 
Team has put together a catalog with a number of charities 
from which to choose, both local and international.      
Catalogs are available in the lobby all month long, or online 
at www.pchum.org/alternativegift. 

mailto:Andreatrantham@pchum.org


 

Domain: ChapelHill_guest 

Password: PCHUMguest 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
If you would like to be lifted in prayer or added to the 
prayer chain, contact Shirley Freeman 
(shirleytupperfreeman@gmail.com, 269-381- 8208). 

ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES AS WELL AS 

LARGE PRINT HYMNALS AND BULLETINS ARE 

AVAILABLE.  PLEASE SEE AN USHER. 

NAME TAGS FOR ALL 
Please stop by the self-serve display in the lobby, located 
across from the Coffee Bar. Magnetic badges are available. 

NEED SOMETHING? 

WEEKLY EMAIL 
Want to find out all the important events at Portage    
Chapel Hill? Sign Up for our weekly email. 
www.pchum.org/home 

 Please Check-in on Facebook 
Or check us out  

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS 
The season of  Advent is the four weeks leading up to Christmas Day, the time we as the 
Church spend in anticipation of  the birth of  the Christ Child. Each year, folks who are       
connected to Chapel Hill in some way are invited to write something for an Advent daily       
devotional booklet — short stories, poems, and personal reflections all intended to give some 
meaning to this season of  waiting. Booklets are available in the lobby. Please take one to enjoy, 
reflect, and share with others during this special time. Booklets are also available online at 
pchum.org/adventdevotional. 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP DATES 
Blue Christmas 

 Sunday December 15 ~ 6:00pm ~ Sanctuary  

Christmas Eve Services 

 Family Worship ~ 5:00pm 

 Service of Lessons and Carols ~ 8:00pm 

There will be no 11:00pm Christmas Eve service. 

ANGEL TREE GIFTS 
 During Advent, Chapel Hill will be collecting books to 

give to students at Haverhill Elementary School in  
Portage. Books should be for Kindergarten through 
5th grade reading levels, and will be collected in the 
lobby. 

 The church office is always in need of gift cards to  
give to folks who need a little help, year-round. Meijer 
or Walmart gift cards in the amount of $25 are             
appreciated. Please place gift cards in the offering    
baskets or drop them off in the office. 


