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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

THE WELCOME 
 Celebrate individual unique gifts, talents & strengths 

 Recognizing Christ in everyone ~ Celebrating Difference 

 Diversity is a gift from our Creative God 

 Leading to reflect God’s forgiving and unconditional love 

 Reaching out as a life-giving faith community 

THE VISION 

Becoming… 

 A home where every person BELONGS to God, and so to 

one another. 

 A transforming community of faith where each DISCOVERS 

and RESPONDS to God’s call. 

THE MISSION 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world! 

PORTAGE CHAPEL HILL  
Pastor - Barry Petrucci 

Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday 9am - 2pm 

(269) 327-6643                  www.pchum.org 

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES 
8:00am “The Table” (Chapel) 

 9:00am “The Gathering” (Sanctuary) 
        10:45am “The Journey “(Sanctuary) 



 

 

Scripture for Next Week -  
Matthew 14: 22-33 

OPEN CLASSES~ JOIN ANYTIME 
 

SUNDAYS @ 10:05AM 
 FaithLink: This week’s topic “Called to Love”       

Next Week’s topic “Longing for Joy”, Room #218  

 Upper Room Bible Study Room #209 

 LiFT (Ladies in Fellowship Together) meeting in the 
Fellowship Hall 

TUESDAYS @ 7:00PM 
 Lectionary Bible Study Room#108  
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
The United Methodist Women meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, December 12, 2017 at 1pm in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Cookies and punch will be served. Please come    
prepared to talk about your favorite Christmas memory.   

FREE STORE DONATIONS 
The Free Store of Kalamazoo continues to witness a world 
in abundance!  Because of your help, last year during our 
Christmas Big Give celebration, we were able to reach our 
goal by offering EVERY child a toy!  Here are a couple 
ways to share in the experience again this year- 
 Donate new toys to Sunnyside UMC at 2800 Gull Rd, 
      Tuesdays from 4:00pm to 7:30pm 
      Thursdays from 5:00pm to 6:30pm 

 Chapel Hill is also donation drop off location 

 Volunteer with your family. Wednesday thru Friday 
(12/13-12/15) from 5:00pm to 8:00pm 

      During the celebration on Saturday (12/16) from                   
      9:30am-3:00pm 
Donations for the Christmas Big Give Celebration are due 
this Tuesday December 12.  

ALTERNATIVE GIFT CATALOG 
Give a donation to a charity of your choice in someone’s 
honor or memory this year.  The Faith In Action Team’s 
catalog is available with a number of opportunities for you 
to choose. You may look at the alternative gift catalog in 
the lobby between services by the “Alternative Gift      
Catalog” sign on the bulletin board. The catalog is also      
available on the website.   
www.pchum.org/alternativegift 

SNOWBIRDS 
If you are heading for warmer climates through the winter 
months, please notify the church office so that we can send 
you any correspondence.  To set this up, all you need to do 
is send an email to office@pchum.org.  Also please     
update your  email address if needed. We would like to 
keep in touch with you while you are away.  

HOLIDAY RECITAL  
Join us for a winter recital Friday December 15 at 7:00pm 
in the Sanctuary. Our very own organist Jared            
Montgomery and Choral Scholar Clara Stine will be       
performing.       

WEATHER CLOSING POLICY 
WEEKDAYS:  When Portage Public Schools are closed due 
to weather, the church building will also be closed and   
daytime events will be cancelled.  For evening events please 
check with your group leader.  

SUNDAYS:  In the event of inclement weather, Chapel Hill 
will post closings on WWMT Channel 3, on the PCHUM 
Voicemail at 327-6643, and on the homepage at  
www.pchum.org. An email will also be sent to you.   
Worship would only be cancelled in an absolute weather 
emergency.   

DID YOU KNOW? 
Chapel Hill has given people of all ages experience of the 
Christian life that helps us understand that ALL of us are 
ministers, sharing responsibility for being the Body of 
Christ in the world.  Some, however, have felt a spiritual 
call to professional ministry. Ordained Elders like Pastor 
Barry, or Ordained Deacons like Deacon Pat, require a 
Master’s Degree secured in a seminary education.  Others 
follow a track called Licensed Local Pastor.  This track re-
quires following a course of study with essential teachings 
for ministry within the local church.   
 

Whether education happens in Course of Study or in a 
Masters of Divinity seminary program, there is significant 
cost involved.  A seminarian can count on school and living 
expenses being in the $40,000 per year range.  Because 
Chapel Hill is fortunate to be a place where individuals  
discover the call of God in their lives, we are also fortunate 
to challenge ourselves to assist seminarians and those     
following Course of Study with financial needs.  This year 
half of the Christmas offering will go to financial assistance 
for those from Chapel Hill following God’s call to         
professional ministry.  The other half will go to support our 
Wesley Foundation for students at Western Michigan    
University. 
 

So, as we all consider our Christmas and Year-End Giving, 
let’s make sure we give generously to the PCHUM     
Christmas Offering! 
 



   

YE(YOUTH EXPERIENCE) GRADES 6-12TH  
Winter Jam 2018 at the Van Andel Arena in  

Grand Rapids 
Event available to Grades 9-12 
Concert starts at 6pm, but as experienced Jammers will tell 
you, we need to get there early! 
Meet at Youth House @ 2pm 
Event cost $20 ($15 ticket + food before show) 
Contact larryfrench@pchum.org for more info 
 

SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP 
Youth Group meets  Sundays @ 7-8:30pm.   Grades 5th 
grade-12th grade are invited for food, fellowship and 
fun!  Join us this (or any) Sunday downstairs in Fellowship 
Hall.  Contact larryfrench@pchum.org with questions.  
 
No Sunday Night Youth Group December 24 or          
December 31 
 

HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSURE 
The church office will be closed December 25th through 
January 1st.  Voicemail and email messages will be checked 
regularly. The building will be open on a limited basis   
during the week for community groups. 
 

FLAT SCREEN TVS OR MONITORS 
NEEDED 
Planning an upgrade to your TV? Have an old flat screen 
TVs or Monitors that you are not using and would be   
willing to donate?  We have some needs for office      
computer monitors AND a couple of 40” and above TVs 
for meeting and education space.  These are tax-deductible 
donations…and will be hugely appreciated! 

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
December 17 at 6:00pm in the Sanctuary 
Presented by Stephen Ministry and the Pastoral Staff  
with Chad Schumacher on piano 
 
Seems strange for the season of joy, right?  Blue  
Christmas? Yes, blue as in sad.  As in “the blues”. 
Christmas is a tough time for many of us. Dealing with the 
passing of a loved one, figuring out life after the break-up 
of a relationship, finding that the family holiday stereotype 
does not fit you, being out of work, living with an illness 
that puts a question mark on the future, loneliness,        
depression, etc., all bring on the blues at Christmastime. 
Blue Christmas is Chapel Hill’s annual service of prayerful 
meditation and candlelight, of scripture and real-life  
reflections, of blues improvisation and gentle carols.  All in 
need of a place to be real with the blues during Christmas 
are invited into sacred space created for all of us living 
through dark times, as we wait for the Light of the World.  

CHURCH CONFERENCE 
TODAY, 4:00PM, SANCTUARY 
All members of Chapel Hill are expected and all others are 
invited to our Fall Membership meeting.  There will be 
gathering worship, a message from our District             
Superintendent, Rev. Dwayne Bagley, time for questions, 
and a great spirit of God’s gathered community!  All are 
welcome.    

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Interested in helping feed hungry folks? 
We need more volunteers to help with 3 ministries: 
 Ministry with Community - Serve lunch to those in 

need the 3rd Sunday of the month. 
 Food Pantry - Help folks obtain food at one of two 

food pantries. Spots available during the day or evening,         
commitment usually once per month. 

 Meals on Wheels - Help deliver a hot lunch to the  
homebound on weekdays, usually once every 6 weeks. 

Contact Carolyn Pesheck at 269-598-9474, and she can tell 
you more about these opportunities, and refer you to the 
person in charge of scheduling for your interest. 
 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve  

9:00am Worship Service ~ Childcare available 
4:00pm  Family Candlelight Worship Service  

Program by the children/youth of Chapel Hill and  
Meditation by Pastor Barry ~ Childcare available 

8:00pm Lessons and Carols 
New Year’s Eve  

9:00am  Worship Service ~ Childcare available 
 

*Please note no Children or Youth Sunday School on    
December 24 or December 31 

 

ANGEL TREE 
This year our Angel Tree has tags that list gifts for  
students at Haverhill Elementary School or Meijer Gift Cards 
for Chapel Hill’s Helping Hand Fund.  Please  
consider taking a tag and giving a gift.  Unwrapped  
Haverhill gifts, with the tree tag taped to it, are due Sunday,  
December 17 and may be placed directly under the tree. Gift 
cards will be given by the pastor to people experiencing need 
and connected with Chapel Hill.  Gift cards are also 
due December 17.  Gift cards may be dropped in the offering 
plate and marked Helping Hands or given to the office during 
the week.    



 

Domain: ChapelHill_guest 

Password: PCHUMguest 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
If you would like to be lifted in prayer or added to the 
prayer chain, contact Shirley Freeman 
(shirleytupperfreeman@gmail.com, 269-381- 8208). 

Assistive Listening Devices as well as 

Large Print Hymnals and Bulletins 

are available.  Please see an usher. 

Name Tags for All 
Please stop by the self-serve display in the lobby, located 
near the Welcome Center. Magnetic and stick-on badges 
are available. 

NEED SOMETHING? 

Weekly Email 
Want to find out all the important events at Portage    
Chapel Hill? Sign Up for our weekly email. 
www.pchum.org/home 

 Please Check-in on Facebook 
Or check us out  

 

9:00AM THE GATHERING CHANCEL CHOIR 
Led by Fred Sang 
Organist Jared Montgomery 
Choral Scholars Clara Stine and Maria Molter 
 
Chancel Choir Members:  Wendy Asmus, Gary Bigelow, Sheila Bigelow, Sidney Block, Bob Eschliman, George Granger, 
Sharon Herzog, Mary Holliday, Paul Holliday, Nancy Howells, Diane Keivit, Jim Loomis, Terri Loomis, Mark Miller, 
Sheryl Miller, Alan Moerdyk, Carolyn Pesheck, Lesa Petrucci, Shannon Rininger, Carol Schaus, TJ Seiwert, Bob Spradling, 
and Neal Turner 

10:45 THE JOURNEY NEW LIFE TEAM  
Led by Chad Schumacher  

New Life Team Members: Joe Badalamenti, Angela Brcka, Ryan Casanova, Dave Drzick, Lisa Drzick, Paul Franklin, Brent 
Holt, Mark Kuepfer, Autumn McDaniel and Mary Thompson 

MUSIC MINISTRY 


