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WELCOME TO PORTAGE CHAPEL HILL 

 
Advent Series - Down To Earth 

 

Today: 

A Turn to the Humble 

STILL OPEN TO EVERYONE SINCE 1998! 

PORTAGE CHAPEL HILL  
Lead Pastor - Barry Petrucci 

Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday 9am - 2pm 

(269) 327-6643                  www.pchum.org 



 
LOOKING FORWARD 

Change is hard. Even thinking about change is hard! Being “church,” being a faith community, has its 
share of  challenges, not the least of  which is anticipating, living through, then evaluating change.      
Deacon Pat Catellier has announced she will be entering into a well-deserved retirement in June.         
Last week we said another “good-bye” to a valued staff  member, as Andrea Tramel left to pursue the 
very meaningful work she will be doing at SLD Read. The office crew and I are adjusting to new        
realities as we see what work can be absorbed by current staff  as well as some new volunteers with    
secretarial or administrative gifts.  Jenaba Waggy will be returning to staff  for a short time beginning in 
January and will assist in some assessment and training.  Change is hard, but it is monumentally better 
when it has been planned. 
 

As we wait to see the outcomes of  another United Methodist General Conference and Michigan Annual 
Conference in May and June respectively, I continue to work with progressive United Methodists in 
Michigan to help shape a church moving into the future that is open to all persons and connected in   
vital mission to a struggling world.  My commitment continues to be to lead Chapel Hill through    
whatever emerges from the troubles of  the current denomination. Recognizing that I am in my          
19th year as your lead pastor, I have been feeling the deep ambiguity in which we live as a society, as a                
denomination and as a congregation.  I have been working with leadership to lessen that ambiguity by 
beginning a plan for a healthy transition of  pastoral leadership at Chapel Hill.  This church has been at 
its strongest when it has had two pastors, and so we are looking at bringing a co-pastor onto staff  who 
will work with me to secure a strong movement through denominational change and a faithful future for 
Chapel Hill. Only when the time is right for the next stage in Chapel Hill’s life, and in my life, will I 
move on from the pastoral staff  and another second pastor will be secured. 
 

The wonder of  this is that even while we are living in ambiguity, we are enriched in the grace of  God 
and God’s people through unfettered dreaming for something new and abundant in spirit. Such    
dreaming touches down when we plan and support that future. You will be hearing more as leadership 
brings us together for some conversation in January. 
 

Looking forward... 

A NOTE FROM DEACON PAT CATELLIER 

Transitions happen in everyone’s life including mine. This June, I will be retiring from my position as 
Deacon at Chapel Hill. Since 2009, I have been a part of  the life-giving ministries here. I have been 
blessed to have been with many of  you during some life changing events — death of  loved ones,     
baptisms of  children and grandchildren, and visits to your homes. Many of  you have taken ministry   
outside the walls of  this place — meals for students at the Wesley Foundation, helping out with refugee 
families, giving a meal to someone recovering from surgery, connecting with the YWCA, and donating 
clothing and quilts wherever needed. I will remain in the area and continue to be connected to Chapel 
Hill; I can’t imagine worshipping anywhere else. Blessings to all. 



   
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Sundays @ 10:00am  
Pre-K-4th Grade ~ Room #109 
  

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP  
Sundays @ 11:00 
Pre-K-4th Grade ~ Room #109 
 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sundays @ 10:00am  
Club 56 (5th-6th Grade) ~ Room #121   
Confirmation (7th-8th Grade) ~  Room #114 
Senior High (9th Grade-12th Grade) ~ Room #108 
 

SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP  
Sundays @ 7:00pm ~ Fellowship Hall 
6th-12th graders are invited for food, fun and fellowship!  

ADVENT BOOK STUDY - 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO PARTICIPATE  
The Advent book study, Down to Earth by Mike  
Slaughter and Rachel Billups, has begun, but it’s not too late 
to participate! Books are available for $10 in the lobby or 
office. Want to join a book study group? Contact Director 
of Discipleship Tonya Boot (tonyaboot@pchum.org) to 
get connected. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW) 
 

 Tuesday December 10 ~ 1:00pm ~ Chapel 
 
All are invited to the December meeting of the United 
Methodist Women (UMW). It will be a time for sharing 
Christmas stories and special memories of the holiday   
season. Cookies and punch will be served. 

ANGEL TREES 

 

 Chapel Hill’s Helping Hands Fund 
 Books for Haverhill Elementary 
 
Please take a moment to visit the two Angel Trees in the 
lobby. Chapel Hill is collecting new or gently used books, in 
Kindergarten—5th grade reading levels, to give to students 
at Haverhill Elementary in Portage. Unwrapped books can 
be placed under the tree. Or take an “Angel” tag, attach it to 
a $25 Meijer or Walmart gift card, and drop it in the offering 
plate or bring in to the office. These gift cards are used year-
round, at the discretion of the pastor or deacon, to          
distribute to folks who need a Helping Hand. Thank you! CHUM PRESCHOOL 

PRIORITY ENROLLMENT 
Priority Enrollment for CHUM Co-op Preschool, housed in 
the lower level of the church, runs through January 9. This 
is for returning CHUMmers and families as well as members 
of Chapel Hill United Methodist Church.  During priority 
enrollment no money or paperwork is due.  Just email  
Bethany Stevenson, CHUM Admissions Chair Person, 
at chumcooppreschool@gmail.com or call 269-251-2131 
and let us know your child’s name, date of birth, and which 
program you are interested in joining.  To secure your spot, 
paperwork and money will be due by February 22.           
For more information about our program, please visit                
chumpreschool.org.   

YWCA DONATIONS 
The YWCA is in need of diapers and wipes to provide to 
women and kids in need. Look for the collection bin to the 
right of the main Sanctuary doors. Your help is appreciated! 

ALTERNATIVE GIFT CATALOG 

Give a donation to a charity of your choice in someone’s 
honor or memory this year. Chapel Hill’s Faith In Action 
Team has put together a catalog with a number of charities 
from which to choose, both local and international.      
Catalogs are available in the lobby all month long, or online 
at www.pchum.org/alternativegift. 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
As most of you have noticed, our large sign in front of the 
church “gave up the ghost” just before the start of the new 
season! The Facilities and Finance Teams have approved the 
purchase of a new sign, and part of our Christmas offering 
will go to underwriting a portion of that sign installation. 
The other portion of this year’s Christmas offering will go 
to support the students at Western Michigan University’s 
Wesley Foundation, to honor Chapel Hill’s commitment to 
being a sponsoring congregation of that organization. Place 
your Christmas offering check in the offering basket with 
“Christmas Offering” in the memo line, or go to              
pchum.org/give and select Christmas Offering to give 
online. 

mailto:chumcooppreschool@gmail.com


 

Domain: ChapelHill_guest 

Password: PCHUMguest 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
If you would like to be lifted in prayer or added to the 
prayer chain, contact Shirley Freeman 
(shirleytupperfreeman@gmail.com, 269-381- 8208). 

ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES AS WELL AS 

LARGE PRINT HYMNALS AND BULLETINS ARE 

AVAILABLE.  PLEASE SEE AN USHER. 

NAME TAGS FOR ALL 
Please stop by the self-serve display in the lobby, located 
across from the Coffee Bar. Magnetic badges are available. 

NEED SOMETHING? 

WEEKLY EMAIL 
Want to find out all the important events at Portage    
Chapel Hill? Sign Up for our weekly email. 
www.pchum.org/home 

 Please Check-in on Facebook 
Or check us out  

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS 

The season of  Advent is the four weeks leading up to Christmas Day, the time we as the 
Church spend in anticipation of  the birth of  the Christ Child. Each year, folks who are       
connected to Chapel Hill in some way are invited to write something for an Advent daily       
devotional booklet — short stories, poems, and personal reflections all intended to give some 
meaning to this season of  waiting. Booklets are available in the lobby. Please take one to enjoy, 
reflect, and share with others during this special time. Booklets are also available online at 
pchum.org/adventdevotional. 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP DATES 

Blue Christmas 

 Sunday December 15 ~ 6:00pm ~ Sanctuary  
 
Christmas Eve Services 

 Family Worship ~ 5:00pm 

 Service of Lessons and Carols ~ 8:00pm 
There will be no 11:00pm Christmas Eve service. 

BLUE CHRISTMAS 
 
 Sunday December 15 ~ 6:00pm ~ Sanctuary 
 Presented by Chapel Hill’s Stephen Ministry  
 
Not everyone finds joy during the Christmas holidays.  
Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life after     
divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living 
with a diagnosis that puts a question mark over the future, 
and a number of other all-too human situations can make 
parties and joviality painful for many people in our         
congregation and community. This Blue Christmas service is 
a time to gather in community for reflection and a time for 
healing and hope.  


